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SOLDIERS' RELIRF 1 W

» The restoration of peace and the ronst Guent
lischarge from the service of 1ve United Sistes
the major part of the Volunteers of this Sute,
since the mijournment of the Leners]l Assembly,
render it proper that there should be s com
plete and thorough revision of the Act for the
relief of the familios of soliiers, seamen and
marines, and sick and wounded soldiers in hos-
pitals, approved March 4:h, 1865, Difficusties
have Arse in the oonstryction of the act,
and alihough the Avditor of State has
faken great pains to  prevent o diver-
sity of sction in taking the enumeration
countemplated by the act, | regret (o say his
eflorts have not been successiul in procuring en-

- -

refrain from again recemmendiog the speedy es- Republ
tablishment of a State Normal School. Com.  on this sal]
petent and skilful teachers are sssentlsl to &  the negro in d ‘
good sy lem ol educstion, aod Lhese cannot be s urged that conlerring sullage @ on him shall
supplied in sufficlent numbers 10 meet the - be made & conditen of PROTRADIZALION, BT |
creasing want» of our people, without an insti- other worde that the Siates lately in on
tation whose buisness it shall be to train teach.  shall oot be permitta] 1o restume thele re enl
ers for their profession relatio h ffovernmedt, exoot ppot
MOBGAN RALD, Lhe terme of conferring the rightwe af suf
I agnin respectfuliy invite the atteution of the  T8K® upon their fresdmen.  As 0 1he manner
General“Assmbly to the damages occasioned to '® FHich this measure shall be scvomplished
some of our citizsens, by the invasion of the 'P*irendsof it differ. Some are in favor of
State by Jobn Morgan, in 1563, 1 have seen ° v eacludiog the membens of Congress
o cause for changing the views expressad on this fmm the Southern B negro suffrage
subject in my regular message delivered ag the M Déa e Lheir several Siate
commencement of your Iast session, and thepy. OB _ Others assume that the Siates
tire upiloemity. There is also & want of uni-  fore repeat the recommendstion thereln mude,  '*961¥ in rebellion are no longer members of the
f-\r'md.'._r of « uunl;‘.u;':\-n ﬁxn t; ;hc pg-n;p.u; ﬂi ECHOOL FUND. :‘,t‘. -‘.‘;; 5!‘.;'tri. l::‘j;:‘:‘ . I‘:r.‘:tu-;. thelr chara -1
titied 1o jecetve the benefizs of the set, 1 oea . . + - . o, . 0 Iack beld as congueres
suthorities in some counties. as | am 'in!mmei. ! The ﬁf‘_‘ mt!ﬂl} of Aﬂlffe E'ﬁb‘.lo{w’h L2 | provigces, and, like unorganized tesritories
et - ' gagors, unlesa by holding that the soldier’s family must be reduced . n:&‘l‘ltuhc.m provides \T‘ fd.‘éo:d \ h.l.a.i' i.:‘. which may bave been scquired by the Giovern
SINY B s G5 iR » X w s condition of sbeolute pauperism, before g;ngx;:.ur'li;ugt;ff:?a::;e!l'dll :“- t’r‘ Irr:‘-‘;r't}la*.: on "n-"‘un,ﬂ ;h‘-n-.‘,'-r i - = o
0 they ean receive the allowance provided for by iny. g essentia o .1‘. pres e 'l.!\.)l.l ol Congress, which may confer sulltage
WOrtgeges, the act. while i bt : ¥ | of & free government, it shall be the duty of the  wpou whomsoever it piesses
the prucet -..T,l‘g & e e "o . f,". mh:f eu.ua_l:c.a, r.h’f has been General Assembiy to encoursge by all suitable "The sut ol ; b
? i . ied whenever the soldier’s femily was, in e o e 8ol o B B e [P S ‘ : . by
the langusge of the seventh section of the act, NUSEIT, Guprats e e ey & N o~ PNy OIS R
without **sufficient means for their cuitaral improvement - and to provide b' law for  BalOD of the several "‘llﬂ"“ and
vnfortable saopport,” altbough they might * general and suiform of common lii:ﬂl lr-n.'njn them "'-l---u: “
& The latter schools, "‘r rein tuition th:! be without charge, letier and spirit ol that instrament,
and equally opea 1o all I'he language of Lhis

S %8 Some properiy of mean "
sly the proper constraction, ard it Buy without

greatly to be regretted that the act should not Provision is very brosd, ’“‘".‘""*“ seem, o | qUtetions constitutions!

have been liberally construed in all parts of the ‘€tier and spiri, to embrece all the children of ' them out of view, it woull,

State. 1here iz also some oncertainty as o the the State without regard W color Surely it snwise to make the work of

tume whben the weekly allowance l:ﬂ‘*)‘l-lhi by Oannot be devied that, as we have & colored pend upon a coudition ol such doubtlul u

the act shall commence, or from what time it Population in our midst, it is our interest, inde-  REZTO & ffrage

shall be computad t0 those entitled. although Pendent of those considerstions of natural jos I,! i & fact »0 manifest that it i not be
tice and bumanity which plead #0 sirougly, to called fn question by any, that a people who are

it my oplnion the Auditor of State bas properly
- just emerging from (e barbarism of lavery are

Tha o neival discugno
partiln to the futs

ar
asion, |

this shouid be Jone. beoause | kb
the wiah of the pe wle ]l bare

represent.  They do ot wint

On A previoue o \n » rs slat

-

Gentlemen of the Senate and Houne

senlglives

athern Ntates Itv

s
I Sl
f

AU 4]

Lo

¢ Lt =

0 - ANt

i0 '.<“u -
m, then and e

i good

The Constitation provides {ast, if a1
on of the Diovernor the publiic wellsre shall r
quire it, he may at any Ume, by prociamal
sil & L ial seenion of Lhe (Genera! Assen
The provision of the orgsuwiec law ol the Biate
rendering the regular sessivns of the Legiala- | . , yid nd
wure bletnial, and limiting them Lo the term .
sixty-gne days, the condition of parlies 1o this s of | | o
Siatle 1}t.r-n“lh¢ last four sears, and the pub

- et in ‘0

reed L0 pay

rr!.f‘.

PROCLAMATION,

gad L@ Npgt y bhe rv iy . & mi Lo
ALGbuisers

Feé cen's ia

, I %ad, such rete ot Lise
r treasury, derived
euali e her 0

Jistrinaled

o nand first day
U eres

- e

The clesing soenes of & moet evenifal year ring with
Dem the appropriste B¢ 10 ulfer gp to Divine Prev!
Sence the iribute of s hanksgiving sod praiss. [f,
Derstafore, such Uimes have boen chesrved, in anywie
i shadiance to the demands of eustom, rather than as »
Eretetul oFecing 1o God, the sigunal wercies ant kirdpess
we Bave, a# & pation, heen made the recipirn of duricg
the precant year, houid sorely awaken oo fo & news
and fuller reslization than ever of 'the reversnce at

due w0 Hlim who holdety the destinies of N»
ens in His bands

Our long and bloody civll war s ended, and Peacs
aguin smi'es vpon Lbe land | and the eod shows that (0!
bas bess Witk us, giving victuries to
Sniding the councils of Lhe nation

Our harvests have haen plenutecos, and the rewards of !
overy braneh of laber and industry have baen ample
Ketther famine por petllience have bh-en known |n our
borders, as4 although we are calied gpon 1o lament the
lose of many of cur brave sollinre wis given ther
Bvee a8 & sacrifice for their counlry, yed the ret
many thousands to their bomes (rom bloody Belds, mada
Hlunstricus by thelr valor, Is & soures of joy to all. The
fatare io fall of hope ter tha endaring peace and pros.
pority of (he State, and [limitable prospects for nat ons;
progress, power and glory, are spread out before as,
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| the originsl section repurted by the
Commit for e ressovn he would do
nothing to coufirm the contract made by the
with the bondhe unless there was
also a provision roguiring the bondhalders to
perform their part of the contract

Mr. Maguire foliowed in sappori of the origi-
nal section s« reported by the Committee, and
referred with approbation to the ecalcalation,
showing that the then existing rate of taxation
would pay the debt in fifteen or sixteen years, il
the surplus was properly applied from year 0
yoar in the porchase of our stocka at the market
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hereby appeint Tharsday, the Tih of December next as
& day of Thanksgiving and prayer to Almighty God for
his mercies, and sarneally recommend to the people of
Iodiags, thet, laying aside their ordioary avocations,
they assemble ithemseives togeilhar (o thelr mal places
of worship, and obearve that day in the manner desip
mated, bringing 0 Gied the ncense of gratefyl hearts,
and ot forgeiting to share ithelr abundance wilh the
poot and peedy arvund them,

In witsess whereof, | Lhave bhereunte sct wmy hand ot ‘
the Executive Chamber, in Indlanspolis, this 10th day |

of Ocrober, 1675,
GLIVER P. MORTON
Nuisow Tevsies, fecretary of Niate.
el & A —
The Specinl Session Tessage.

The Governor having falled, In his procla.
mstion summeaing the speclal session of the
Lewinl-tur--. to specify any
sembling, there seems to have been conslder-
sble want of interest manifested, amd still seems
to be, in it, so much, indesd, that we fear, bhut
hope the contrary, that it will, so far as the
public intérest is concermed, be a fallure.
Several of the members are abisent, and the at-
tendance of others, we fear, will be irregular,
on sccount of other engagements,

The Houss continued the organization of
the regular session. and the Senate organized
anew. The message of
delivered, and falls, 8 we are bound to say,
to give any sufficient reason for the call of the
extra sesslon.  As the delbt s not due, by the
Governor's own sdmission, and asthe Jowrnal,
his organ, had chown long ago, no haste was
required in thisv matter, and no other subject
before the Legislature was of moment enough
to Justify the expense of an extra session. We
candidly suspect that, as the Governor had
cmcluded o spend his gubernatarial
term in a pleasant health.restoring Earopean
tour ( we wish we were able to take such anone ),
he desired, before parting from his people, to
appear onee more before them, upon an oceasion
that would enable him to, and justify him in,
"m them his counsel and direction as to the
N.lﬂfll faith and lll'l'll'iil‘t- Illl-j should adhers
to while he might be ahsent, and publicly 1o
present the chart of duty and the mantle of
suthority to the political Joshus who §s to
command the Republican hosts during the
foreign travels of his Exeellom ¥. This i« all
well encugh, thotigh the parting entertainment
besomew hat expensive.  The Governor recom-
mends the vesting of the varions funds of the
State inthe bonds of the =t ate, which, of course,
is Indirectly advising the ral<ing of the interest

Altent:

reason for it as.

Governor has heen

on the bonds, and inereasing the burdens of

t'b' State, lr the "r"'“"-r‘. o= the oy ernor

says, took the bonds paying two and a half

per eent. in a fair setilement, ot that rate of in-

terest, "H_\'nhi" as soon after the \]'il‘l“wn of

twenty vears as was reasonably  eonvenient
for the State, then that was their contract,
and any voluntary inerease of tha
of interest om the part of the

rate

~Late,

may, perhaps, make a speenlation for som-

body in raising the price of the bonds, if in
no other way, at the expense of the tax-payers
of Indiana. This isa subject requiring fur-
ther examination.

If the bonds are suffered to remain as they

are, the State pays but two and a half per

cent. He recommends an enumeration of the
Inhabitants; howmes for juvenile offenders, an
jastitution demanded, we think, by the rapid
increase of erime, which is tilling our peniten-
tiaries and jails to overflowing, as well as by
Justice and good policy toward voung, unharl-
ened offenders. Such ought not to be sent
among old and experienced eriminals, nor too
severely disgraced. A Soldiers” and Sesmen's
Home is also ndvised.

Negro testimony and negro public schools
are recominended. On account of the «evision
in the case of Pepper et al. vs, The State, in
22 Ind., acase which has just been sustained
in the New York Court of Appeals, the Goy-
emmor properly recommends legislation on the
subject of official bonds. The rostoration of
the jurisdiction of grand juries is advised;
also that we be represented at the Paris
World's Fair, in April next. The mes
sage speaks favorably of the establish-
lishment of a Normal School, favors paving
the Morgan raid damages, justly compliments
the brave Indiana seldiers, recommends the
trial of Jefl. Davis, is against negro suffrage at
present, and favors admitting Southern States
without that condition being required, but in-
sists on amending the Constitution so as to de-
prive the South of a large part of her represen-
tation till she adopts negro suffrage, ote,

The Message is well written, is in good tem-
per, but contains nothing new,
embodiment of the general views, every day
expressed, of the Conservative wing of the Re-
publican party. As he makes no reference to
the White Water Valley bills, we suppose
they did not form any consideration
with the Exeeutive for  ealling the
special session: and, we repeat, no sufli-
cient reason is given for its being summoned,
Of course, the hasty perusal we have given
the message does not enable us o comment <o
critically upon parts of it as we mav desire to
to do hereafter. It leaves sipon us the impres.
sion that the
but we hope it may not be utterly so. 1If, as
is reported, the Governor is abe -‘.;l-'l.. leave for
Europe on aceount of his health, we know of
no better opportunity we shell have for so

It is a good |

extra session will be a failure, |

| wp and dieposed of at such preceding regulsr or
l special session. T he considerativos before men-
tioned, the fact that the unlicishied Lutiness ol
the last session upon which much intelligent |y
| bor has been bestowed, could only be saved by
re-couvening the Ueneral Assembly in specisl
session, and the belis! that measures o! vital
importance demanded legwlative action belore
the time fixed for the nex’ regular seasion, have
caused me to issue the proclamation, 6 pursu
ance of which you are now assembivd
| The amount of the public debt of the State
consistiog of two and & half and five per cent
registered stocks is seven milliou four hundred
and eighieen thousand vine hupdred and sia'y
dollars and fity cents (§7 418360 50) Ol
this amount the sum of five milllovs three hun
dred and torty two thousand five hundred dol
lars (§0, 2 500 is five per cont , and the sum
| of two millions seventy six thousand four hun-
dred and sixty dollars and ffiy cents [(§2.076,
460 50) ia two snd & half per cent stock; that
| s stocks upon which iuterest is paid sl these
rates
[ OFf these stocks the board ol commissioners
of the sinkiog fund bave purchased and now
nold the sum of four bondred and forty =ix
thousand six hoodred and seveuty-iwo dollars
I and sixty-seven cents (§446,672 67 of the five
per cents, and the sum of Oity-one thousand two
l nundred and seventy two dollars and Bty ceuts
$51,272 50) of ttie two and a half per cents
' I'ie State Debt Sinking Fund has purchasel
and now holds seven hundred and eighty eight
thousand and thirty five dollars ($70%035) of
the five per cents , and ninety-sig thousand uine
nhundred dollars ($96.900) of the two and s hall
centa.

The aggregate amount of what the State
holds, through these two lunds, &8 one miilion
two hundred and thirty=four thousand seven huo-
dred and seven dollars and gixty-seven cents

$1.234,707 67) of the five per cent. stocks, and
and one bundred and forty eight thousand one
nundred aud seventy-two dollars and Bity cents
$145.172 50) of the two and & hall per cents;
o all one million three hundred and eighty two
thousand eight bundred and eighty dollars sand
seventeen cents (§1,352 550 17,} leaving out-
standing in the hands of the creditors of the
State the amount of six willions thirty-six
thousand and eighty dollars and thirty-ihree
cents ($6,036,080 33, of which four millions
one handred and seven thousand seven hundred
ind ninety-two dollars and thirty three cents
$4,107,792 33) are five per ceuts, and one mnl
won nine hundred sod twentyeeight thonsand
wo hundred and eighty eight dollars (§1,9024 .-
D=0 are two and a ball per cents

1 he face of the stock or the certilicates of iu-
tebtedness provide that ““this stock is redeem
shile st any time after twenty yesrs from the
19th day of January, 1846, at the pleasure of
the State, and untl redeemed ia transferable
upon surrender in the city of New York,in books
peovided for that purpose by the Agent of
| State there resident, by e.dorsement thereon,

wd aecording to such other rules aud forms as
ire or may be prescribed for that purpose. And
lor the payment of the interest and redemption
of the principal aloresawd the [sith of the State
of Indisua is irrevoeably pledged ™

The twenty years referred to will expire onthe
I3¥th day of anuury pext, and the question first

o be considered is whether these stocks 1l
due st that time, and whether the cootract
made by the State requires that payment shall
be made on that day. By some it has been
urged that the words, “*at the pleisure of the
State,” are to be treated as surplusage, and the
money beid to fall due precisely at the end of
the twenty years. In support of this view it is
wrgaed that because a State canuot be compell-
ed to pay her debis by legal process, the pay-
ment will in all cases be at “the pleasure ol the
State " | fail to perceive the force of this, and
must hold that the language in question means
just what it says, that the State may consult
her own convenienuce as to the time of makivg
payment unless there is something in the history
of the trapsaction, out of which this form ol
indebtedness sprang, or something cootaiued in
the law creating it, which requires that a ditfer-
ent construction should be put upoa the lau-
guage. The naked legal effect of the instru-
ment, if not modified by history or provisions of
the statute creating it, | take to be this: That
until the end of the twenty years the State Lias
po right to require the creditors to take their
mouey, and thus stop the payment of the intes-
est, but that the money was o be paid at some
time after the end of the twenty years according
to the pleasure and convenience of the State Put
this pleasure of the State must be reasonably
exercised, s0 as not to deleat the pavment of
the principal sum abeolutely.  The construction
I have heard contended for, that the State may
deter the payvment of the principal twenty five,
fifty, or one hundred years, or in fact forever,
provided the interest is promptly paid, cannot be
maintained; for that would be to defeat the ope-
ration of the coucluding sentence ol the instru=-
meut, above quoted, which solemuly pledges the
good faith of the State for the payment of the
principal as well as the interest. This solemn
pledge would be a nulity if the State was at
liberty 1o defer the payment of the principal for-
ever, or indefinitely, by the prompt payment of
the interest

The vext que=iion to be considered i3 whether
there is anything in the siatues creating this
stock, or in the lustory of the whole transaction,
showing the intention of the parties as to the
time when the principal should be paid, or point-
ing to a period bevond which the State would
| have no right to defer its pavment.

Oo the Istof July, 1546, the State was in

detited upon bonds issued and sold for purposes

| of internal improvement ia the sum of eleven

| williops and nivety thousand dollers ($11 090 -

| 00y On these bonds the foterest had not been

paid since 1541 Ihe nterest due and in ar

rears amounted to three millions fifty five

| thousand four hundred and thirty dollars (§1,
055,430

These bonds were issved between the vears
1232 and 1842, were of different denominations,
sod were to run for twenty-five and thirty vears,
and bore interest at the rate of five, six and
Seven per centum per annum, payable semi-an-
pually. for which there were coupons signed
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the single vear, 1560, would be about §140,000."
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empiated by the Uommittee that a continuing
tax of twenly five cents on every one hundred
lo ¥y five ;’ull was to be
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interest of

certait

relerence is made o
been prepared by Mr
Butler, going to show what would be sccom
piished by such a tax, estimaling the increase of
the paolis be =ix thousand per year, and
the jocrease of tasable property at  six
willions of dollars per year, sud carrying
the caleulation as far down as 1860, Mr.
Butier's calcalation, however, turued out to be
greatly erroneous, inasmach as the ordinary ex-
penses of the State Government were estimated
too low, n_ml the increase of taxable property
from 1546 to 1564, averaged nearly twenty one
mitllion of dollars, ingtead of l!h!“'njl millious,
per sunum.  On the next day after the passage
of this bill, wnd appsrently in pursuance of its
provisions, the Legislature passed an Act mak
ing & geueral levy, for ®tate purposes, of seven-
ty-five cents poll, aud twenty-five cents on esch
oue husdred dullars worth of property.

In the sapplementary act of the next year,
1847, the following provihion will be found con-
tained in the 14th section:

** And whereas, doubts have been sugzgested
on the part of some such last mentioned persons

foreiguers holding bonds, | in respect of the mat-
ters Lereinafter mentioned or referred to, which
doubts may operate prejudicially to the opera-
tions contemplated by the said recited act, and
it is therelore expedieat that the same be re-
moved. Now, to demonstrate the good faith of
the State of ludiana, and for the removal of all
ench doubts a8 “aforesgid, and with the view to
createé general covfidepce in the arraogement
made in the said recited act by the State for the
liquidation of its deb::

*“Be it enacted, That the tolls, revenues and
prefits of the said Canal and its appurtenances,
present and future, aud the monevs 1o arise and
be collected by and from the sale of the land
apd premises coutingous thereto, aud in the =aid
et mors particularly mentioned and deseribed,
anud the ,-armuuf tazres o be it’"il‘ll l(.l'llfl].l
the payment of the said debt, as io the said
act o mentioned, and the receipt
appileation  thereof  for  that purpose,
i the same is nlso provided, shall
remain sud  be ioviclate and in full force,
and the pavyment of the principal moneysand in
terest, on the certiicates and stock intended to
be created pursuant to the said act, and this act,
and all certificates and evideuces of the title
thereof respectively, shall be snd coutinue effec-
tunl and iuviolate by the means aforesaid, until
the objecis and purpcses of the eald act, and
this present wet shall be [ully accomplished. "
@1 he ouly taxes referred o in the act of 1846
were the seveuty-five ceut poll and twenty-five
centd ou the one bundeed dollars worth of prop
eriy, aud by this gection the good faith of the

iy

ﬂlad
Bna
cl

State is solemnly pledged that the said taxes |

shall be maintained inviolate sod in full force,
and the proceeds thereol faithiully applied to
the payment of the priucipal and interest of the
atocks created in pursuance to the act of 1546,
The substance of this pledge, and of the under-
standing entertained by the Legislature on the

one hand and the boed<holders vn the other, may™

be brefly stated as this: Thata tax of seventy-
five cents on each poll and twenty five centa u:n
ewch one huundred dollars of property, should be
continuously levied, and that n'&ﬂ!lefrn’lllg the
ordinary expenses of the State Government, and
paying the interest on the debt, the surplus pro-
ceeds should be applied to the hguidation of the
prineipal sum

The new Constitution, which was framed io
1850, three years aiter the passage of this act,
contains the tollowing provision

Section 2, Article X ¢ “All the revenues de
rived from the sale of any of the public works
belonging to the Ntate, nod from the net anpual
income theredf, and soy surplu< that may at any
tme remain o the Treasury dorived fiom taxa-
ation for general State purposes after the pay-
ment of the ordinary expenses of the govern-
ment, and of the interest on bonds of the State,
other than bank bonds, shall be annually ap
plied under the direction of the General Assem-
bly, to the payment ol the principal of the pub-
o debst.,

This provision covidently contemplates the
speedy payment of the publie debt, aud the ex-
istence of an annual surplus to arise from gen
eral taxation for State purposes, and Impera-
tively commands the annual appliestion of such
surplus o the liguidation of the public debt

To show the views entertained by the Com-
mittee who prepared the =ection, 1 will present
in full the report by which it was accompauiel
when it was laid belore the Convention:

** The Committee ca Suste Debt and Public
Work=, to whom was referred suudry resolutiona
directing them o enquire into the expediency ol
ippropriatiug all the revenues derived from the
sale of any of the public works belonging to the
sState, end from the uet income thereof, and also
any surplus that may at auny time remain in the
treasury derived from taxaiion for general Ntate
purposes, alter the payment of the ordinary ex-

penditures, have had the same under considera- |

ton, and having come to the conclusion that the
entire debt of the State will be paid within
ilteen years, by a coutinuation of tha rate of
taxation prescribed by law, have directed me 10
report the accompanying section, to be engraften
i the pew Cousttution, and ask to be discharg-
ed from the further consideration of the subjects
embraced in said resolutions.”

1 bis report wus submiited by Judge Hall, of
Gibson county, one of the most eminent lawyers
of the Siate, ard is so explicit in regard to the
understanding of the Commitice that the tax
was to be continaed, apd tbat it would pay the
debit by 1565, that it leaves o rcom to doudt as

value.

Mr. Ritchie then moved to recommit the sec

tion, with

on each

Mr, Hitchie then said.

“1 would remark that this is a trasscript of
the report of the Commiitee ou the subject, and
| bave no doubt if this course is adopted that in
some filteen or eighteen years the public in-

jpatructious (o s'rike oul and
that “the present rate of taxation—twents. five
cents on taxable property and seventy-five gents
poli—shall be coutinued until the
debtedness of the State iz fully liguidated '

detitediuess of the State will cease to exint.

which counstituted the public debt.

tron ol

but do

to repudiate the contracts we have made

owe it to

our coustituents that
endeavor to erase the unjust aspersions cast
And it is

upon them in relation to this matter

due also to our bondhelders that we should
peat bere, in this Conveution, the action of the

Legislature in the arrangement made, by which,
in some fiflteen years, we will rid our State of

its public debt.”

Here the debate ended, and the original sec-
tion was adopted, both amendments being lud

upon the table,

I have referred particularly Lo this debate to
show the views eotertained by the Committee
reporting the Oonstitutional provision, and the
vnderstanding of the Conveution at the time of
It seems clearly to have been
understood by the Counvention that the Butler
Bill guaranteed the continuance of the tax of
seventy five cents on each poll and twenty five
one huudred dollars worth of
property, until the debt waa liquidated, and the
main subject of discussion was whether this
guarantee should be specifically

ita adoption.,

centa on each

into the Constitution.

It the leyy and continuance of a specified tax
for the payment of Lhe principai and interpst
the debt was guaranteed in the original arrange-
meut made by the Legislature with the credi-
tors, it would be counclusive evidence that the
State and (he creditors were looking (o the pay-
ment of the prinecipal sum as well as the interest,
and (hat the State could pot, in good faith, in-
definitely postpone the payment of the principal

Aum.

But it is equally clear from Mr.
culations, that he did not expect that the taxes
which were guaranteed would be sulllcient to
pay the debt by the 19th day of January, 1866,
for, in fact, by his tables, the principal of the
debt couid uot be paid before 1572 or 1874, and
when we take his tables in courection
language of the certificate, * redecmable at any
time aiter twenty years at the pleasure of the
State,” it is mauifest that Mr. Butler bhad no
assurance that the prineipal of the debt would
be paid promptly at the end of the twenty years

It turned out, however, that the basis of taxa-
tion was far more favorable to the speedy pay-
meni of the debt than was contemplated by Mr. |
Butler and the Legislatore in 1846, for the aver- |
that

age increase of taxable groperty,

time until the present, has been, as before stated,
uearly twenty-ove millions of dollars per an
num, instead of =ix wmillions.
which I have caused to be made, will show that
if the guaranteed ratea of taxation head been
maintaived, there would be in the T'reasury on
the first day of January, 1566, a surplus of four
millions eight bundred aud ten thousand seven
bundred and four dollars and thirty-one cents,
(84,810,704 31,) after defraving the ordioary
expenses of the State Government, and the in.
terest on the debt from year to year ; and it is
easy to show that if this surplus had been ap-
plied from time to time, as it accrued, to the
purchase of ourstocks at their market value,
the whole detit would have been paid by the

19th day of January, 1866,

It was well underatood by Mr. Butler and the
bondholders in 1546, that these rates of taxation
were all that the Siate was able to bear at that
time, or would be able to bear for many years,
sud the language of the certificates, making the
principal payable “*after the end of twenty years
at the pleasure of the State,” shows that the
Legislature entertained doubta whether the
State would be able to pay promptly at the end
of twenty years, and that they did pot intend to
place ber in a sitnation whare, if she failed to
make such payments, she would violate her con-
tract, and #tand before the world as repudiating

or baukrupt,

In 1832 the Legislature departed from these
to
twenty ceuts on esch one hundred dollars worth

This

rates ol taxation,

with the

from

Insert

in

Un-
der the action of the Geueral Assembly we

made this agreement with our Londholders
reference 1o the payment of the bonds they held,

The adop-
a proposition of this kind will not only
increase the creqit of the Siale,
with any suspicion that we bhave any disposition
We
should

re-

and reduced the levy

ol property, and flty cents on each poil.

| rate upon polls was continued until 1565, but
the levy upon taxable property fluctusted from
fifteen to twenty cents ou the one hundred dol

lars from 1853 1o 1=61.

In

of the pablic debt.”

This fund was placed under the coutrol of
three Con'missioners, consisting of the Aoditor,
Agent of Suute, who were
directed to lovest the proceeds of the tax from
time to time in the purchase of the two and a-
The interest on

Treasurer, and

1¥52 t.e Legislature
creating the State Debt Binking Fund, and levy-
ing & tax of two cents on the one hundred dol
lars “for the reduction and ultimate extinelion

Lialf and five per ceut. stocks.

the stocks thus purchased was to bepaid semi-
annually to the Commissioners, who were to in-
vest the same in similar stocks, aud thus create
a Sigking Fund for the ultimate redemption of
the stocks created by the Butler Bill.
In 1557 the Legislature failed to levy any tax
for State purposes for the years 1857 and 1558,
apd for those two yesrs no revenue was collect-
In 1859 an act was passed instructing the
Auditor of State to sell the stocks which had
been purchased by the State Debt Sivking Fund
to the Board ¢f Commissioners of the Siukiog
Fund, in order t0 raise money to defray the or
dinary expensea of the State Government, snd
to supply the deficencies in revenwe growing
out of the failure to levy aud collect taxes for

ed

the preceding two years

Ihis act beivg

Leld
void for want of atitle, the Board of Commis-
siouers of the Sinking Fund refused to act upon

away

NCorpoL ated

ol

Butler’s cal-

And a ealculation

pasaed an  act

pulilic debit, I earnestly recommend that ail the
and assbis belovging 1o the Old Sigk-
ing Fund be as speedily as possible |
our State stocks, and the somewhat formidable
and costly machinery by whica that fond has
been managed sbolished. The fund thus con
verted iuto our stocks can be easily managed by
the Awodilor of State with equal Hl.!'.lhlﬂﬂ‘!‘
to oar common schools, snd at & saving of no
small expense. OF course it will be undersiood

that such stocks as now belong to the Old Sink
ing Fund, or as may be purchssed by its assets,
must insome form be kept alive for the benefit
of the School Fand, so that that fund, which is
made inviolable by the Coustitution, mav not
suffer by the conversion v

The financial system of ludiana it compli
cated, expensive and anomalous, The State is
a debtor, owing large sums of movey, upon
which she pays interest semi annually, and in-

"
Curs sl

elhes

casn

nvested 1n

the expenacs thereto Decessartiy (ocident
such as the keeping of an agency in New York,
the purchase of exchange, and other items of
oo+t too numerous to mention. She is at the
same Lime a lender o money, snd mwaintains an
expensive machinery to carry oo that operation,
and 15 subject, of course, to occasional loszes in
cident to all money lenders,

It, therefore, the trust funds of the St.te
could be invested in her own stocks it would
greatly cheapen and simplily her fioancial sys
tem, and restore tw its admicistration that pia::
lic coufidence, the absence of which has long
been felt

Should the assels of the Sivking Fuuds be
converted into our public debt, as 1 have sug-
gested, the whole detit of the Stats left out
standing in the hands of her ereditors to be pro

| vided for might be thus stated:
Two and a balf aud five per cent
stock,
War Loan Bonds,
Vincennes University Bonds,
Floating debt, estimated at

$3.356 050 33
435 000 0
66,655 00
100,000 00

Total debt, £3.990.765 23

The couversion suggested can be made within

the pext six mouths, and there is Mo propriety in

the State appearing to the world as being in

debted in the sum of seven or eight miltions of

dollars when she has the means in ber own
| hands of reducing it to less than four millicus

ENUMERATION AND APIORTIONMENT.

It is pot creditable 1o the State that any pro-
vision of its Coostitution, mandatory in s
character and not in couflict with the National
Constitution, should remain a dead letter be.
cauge of the non action of the legislative depart.
meunt. It law-makers would have their enact
ments obeyed by the mass<es they should set an

| example of obedience by a prompt and faithful
performance of shose duties enjoined upon them
by the higher law contained in the Counstitution
itself. M re than fourteen years have elapsed
| since the adoption of the present Constitution of
the State, and to this day there are two subjects
on which its lsnguage is that of positive com-
mand where there has been no corresponding
obedience—one of these subjects being almost
vital to the existence of the Legislature itself.
| The first of these is the periodical enumerstion
j of the white male inhabitants above twenty-one
yeara of age, and the periodical apportionment
of Seantors and Representatives, based upon
this enumeration. The otheris the providing of
Houses of Qoprection and Reformation for
| juvenile offenders

Allow me earncstly to call your attention to
both of these Coustitational mandates in the
order above stated, The Constitution of 1851
provides that the first and second elections of
members of the General Assembly aflter its
taking effect shall be according to the appor-
tionment lest made by the General Assembly
| before the adoption of said Constitution. 'I'his
provision gave ample time for making the enu-
meration and apportionment required by the
orgavic law of the State. The COovstitution
gaya that the General Assembly shall, at its
second sessjon alter the adoption of this Consti-
tution, und every six years thereafter, cause an
epumeration to be made of all the white male
inhabitants over the age of twenty one years.
It further says that, “the number of Senstors
snd Representatives shall, at the session next
lollowing each period of making such enumera-
tion, be fixed by law and apportioned among the
several counties according to the number of
white male inhabitants above tweuty one years
of agein eaech.” The General Assembly of
1553 designed to carry out the firet of these pro-
visions by passing an aet, approved February
24ch, 1853, entitled, “* An ant to provide for the
enumeration of all the white male inbabitants
over the age of tweuty-one years, in the State
of lndiana, in the year 1503, and pay the officers
for taking the same.” Jo consequence of
defects in thia law, as 1 wunderstand the
matter, the enumeration contemplated by
it was never completed, and published,
aud althoegh more than twelve years have
since elapsed, no other act providing for
an epumeration has been passed. In 1557 the
Genersl Asecembly pasged an act entitled “* An
act to apportion Sevators and Representatives
for the pext four years ' The act was not based
upon an enumeration of the white male inhab-
itanta of the State over the nge of twenty-oue
years, for no such enumeration had been com-
pleted, and although it has long since expired
by ita own limitation, no other apportionment
has been enacted in its place, and by eommon
| consent, and from the necessity of the case,
members of both bousesof the G I Assem
bly are still elected under the provisions of this
law which bhas ceased to exist, and which if in
existence has become grossly urjust and une-
qual by the change in the population of the sev-
eral counties of the State since 1857, A litersl
compliance with the Constitution as to enumer
ation and apportionment i3 now impossible, but
the nearest practicable approach to it shouid

' be promptly made. To this end I recommend
| the passageof an act providing for an enumera-
tion such as is contemplated by the Constitu
tion, to he made in 1866, and another in the
vear 1571, and snother every sixth year
after the vyear INTL. These periodieal
| enumerations should be provided for by a
permauert ensctmert that would require

decided that the allowance should commence
from the date of the passage of the act. s far
a3 It may be necessary 1o continue the provi-
sions of the set in foree, | recommend the ad-
ostion of such explanatory legislation as may be
recessary to remove exnsting ambiguities, and
to secure the beuefits of the act 1o all those
within its scope and spicit, and to prevent the
illiberal construction before alluded to. The
Act contemuniates the levy and collection of a
three mili tax ou all taxable propeity and a poll
tix of one dollar on each taxable poll for each
ol the years 1565 and 1566 * [ respectiully sug-
gest that upder existing circumstances it will
ueither be vecessary nor proper that these taxes
should be levied or collecied for the year 1566,
believing that the levy for 1863, if properiy dis-
bursed, will be sullicient to furnish all the re-
hiet that the aliered coudition of the covntry de-
mands

SOLDIKRS" AND SEANENS' HOME,

I earnestly invite your attention to the neces-
sity for the speedy establishment of an lostitu-
twon in which Jodiana soldiers and seamen, disa-
bled by wounds or disease contractied o the ser-
vice of the United S:iates, shall be cared for
and maintaived during the continuance of the
dissbilities under which they are laboring. Jus
tice, humanity, aud the honor of the State lor
bid that these brave men should be permitted to
suller for the comlorts of life, or be compelled
to receive from the public such assistance as is
accorded to ordinary paupers.

Oun the 15th day of May last, for the purpose
of enlisting the sympathies ol the people in the
establishment of such an lostitution, 1 issued an
address, of which a copy 1s berewith respectfully
submitted. lo pursuauce of the invitation cou-
taived in this address, two successive meetings
were beld at ludianapolis for the purpose of el-
fecting a temporary organization of a Home for
disabled Indisana soldiers and seamen, and to in-
augurate a system for the collection of volun-
tary contributions suflicient to place it ulti-
mately on & permapeunt fbundation.

At the second of these meetings, held on the
24th day of May last, a temporary organization
was eflected, the basis of which will be seen by
reference o a copy of the proceedings of said
meciing, herewith respectiully submitted.

Soon alter, applicatious for relief on the part
of disabled soldiers were presented to the offi
cers of the Association, and the Common Coun-
cil of the city of lodianapolis geoerously ten-
dered the gratuitous use of the City Hospital
buildings Lo the managers of the Association
for s temporary Home, which offer was ac-
cepted, with the distinet understandiog that its
acceptance should pot m any degroe influence
the ultimate location of the lostitution, sbould
the eflori to place it on & permanent bas's be
successful. I'be temporary Home was opened
on the seventh day of August Jast, and the ab-
solute necessity for such an lustitution is de
monstrated by the fact that alrexdy forty-six
(46) disabled soldiers have been admitied into
the lostitation, twenty oue (21) of whom, after
remaining some time and receiving the best
cure aud medical trestment have been discharged
with the prospect of being sufficientiy restored
to ensble them to care for themselves, and one
has died, leaving tweunty-four still 10 be eured
for. Of the twenty-four still in the Institution,
seventeen are totally disabled, either by old age,
disense, or wounds received in battle,

The funds received by the Treasurer of the
Home from voluntary contributione, amount in
the aggregate to $4,994 53, in addition to which
there are unpaid subscriptions, the estimated
amount of which will increase this o over $20 -
000. Itis to be feared that the Institution
cannot be placed upon & permanent foundation
by voluntary contributions, and in view of this
| submit the entire subject to the General As-
sembly, and respectiuliy, but earnestly recom-
mend that prompt measures be taken to secure
the object in view, feeling assured that it will
commend itsell to your judgment and sympa
thies.

The U. S General Hospital, at Jeffersonville,
i one of the most complete estsblishments of
the kind in the country, nod iz well adapted to
the purposes of a Soldier’'s Home. 1 have writ-
ten to the Secretary of War and Surgeon Gen.
eral for intormation, as to whether the Govern-
ment would be willing to turn over this Hospital
to the State of Indiana to be used in the estib-
lishment of such an institution, should the State
desire it. The answer when received will be
communicated to the General Assembly.

OFFICIAL BONDS,

The public interest require that there should
be some legislation ou the subject of offi-
cial Bonds 1o prevent the sureties therein from
setting up, a8 a defense to actions brought on
such bonds, some unperformed ou'standing
sgreement between them and their principals,
Under existing decisions a surety ia an Official
Bond, when sned thereon, may plead, ss a de-
feuse, that when be sigued the bond the princi-
pal promised him thst ne would procure some
other person to execute it a8 a co-surety, and
that the boud was filed and approved in violation
of this agreement. Scund policy requires that
when Official Bonds are properly approved, and
filed in the proper office, there should be no
doubst as to thelr bisding obligation on all the
parties executing the same. [ respectfully re-
commend the ageol a law, providing that
every principal and surety in an Official Bond
shall be required, before such bond is approved,
to acknowledge its execution before some officer
authorized to take the acknowledgement of
deeds, the ackoowledgement to be certified on
the bond, and makiog the bond thus acknowl-
edged as bindiog, to all intents and purposes,
upon such surety as it is upon the principal, and

declaring that as between the State and the

surety, such surety shall be deemed and taken
to be a prioeipal, and expressly prohibiting him
from setting up auy deleuse thereto, other than
such as might avail the principal.
GRAND JURIES,
The experiment inaugurated in 1852, of de-

priving the Grand Juries of jurisdiction over |

misdemeanors, has bheen fully mod fairly tested,
and I respectfuily submit, that the lesson
taueht
change, in the administration of our penal code.

has not confirmed the wisdom of this |

@ducate and clevate that population
rant and degraded element is a burden and
it jury 10 society, whatever may be its color. It
therefore becomes a watter of souad political
economy, as well as absolute justice, that what

ever colored population we may have should be
edacated, and enabled to become intelligent,
industrious, and veeful members of the commu-
nity. 1t is also especially lmportaat &t this
time, when the President of the United Siates
and the people of the North are requiring the
peopie of the South to make provision for edu-
ealin their colored population, and protecting
them in the ernjoyment of civil rights, that the
Northern States should set the example, and
practice what they preach, by extendiog to their
smailer colored population the rights and bene-
fits which they demand for them from others,

The laws of lndiana exclude colored children
from the common schboovls, snd make no provis
ion whatever for their o 'ueation. | would
therefore recommend thal that the laws be so
amended a¥ to require an enumeration to be
made of the colored children of the State, and
sach a portion of the School Fund as may be in
proportion Lo their number, be set apart and
applied to their education by the establishment
of separate schools, under such suitable provis.
ious and regulations as may be deemed proper.
I would vot recommend that white and colored
childred be placed together in the same schools,
believiag, as 1 do, in the presest state of publie
opinion, that to do 8o would create dissatiafae
tion and coutlict, and fmpair the useluloess ol
the schools. I am lnformed that & system ean

| be devised, by which separste schools for the
education of colored children cau be successiully
maintained ia various parts of the Siate, and
believe that justice, humanity, and sound policy
| require that it should be done

By the school law of 1565, negroes and mu-
lattoes are not taxed for the support of common
schools, but if colored schouls should be estab-
lished this law should be so smended as to
subiect them to like taxation with white persons
for elucationsl purposes

TESTIMONY OF COLURED PERSONS,

In my message to the Legislature at the last
session, | held the following language in regard
to the sdmission of the testimony of colored
persons in cases in which white persous are par-
ties:

*“The statute which excludes negroes from
testifying in courts of justive, in cases in which
whith persous are pariies, is, in my opinion, a
stigma upon the humanity and iutelligence of

| the Stute. Toe idea that the white race must
be protected agaivst the colored, by imposing on
them this disability, is absurd, and has been
made the cover and protection for much crime
and injustice. As the law stands, murder may
be perpetrated with impunity by white persons
in the presence ouly of colored witnesses, and
it is well known that negroes are olten em-
ployed by white persous as the instruments of
crime and fraud, because of their ioability to
testify in courts of justice. The interests of
both races demand that thiz disability be re-
moved ; and if the fast of color affects credibil
ity, that can be referred to the court and jury
a8 in other cases, and would undoubtedly re-
ceive due consideraticn. Indiana and llinois
are the only free States whose statute books are
dishonored by the retention of a law so repug-
nant to the epirit of the age, and dictates of
common sense."’

| 1 can add nothing to the force of what [ have
before said, but desire again to earpestly recom-

| mend the repeal of this ohnoxious statute. It
18 due, however* to the State of [llinols, to say
that her statute book is no longer disgraced by
this Jaw, and that Indiana hias the bad eminence
of being the only State in the Norih that re.

I tains it.

Au igno

INDIANA TROOPS.

The part which Indiana has taken in the war

for the suppression of rhe rebellion, is a matter

| upon which the citizens of the State may justly
 pride themselves.

In the number of troops furpished, and in the
amount of voluntary contributions resdered, In
dispa, in proportion to her proportion and

| wealth, stands equal to any of her sister States
Itis also a subject of gratitude and thankful-

| nesa that, whilst the number of troops furnished
by Indiana alone in this great coutest would
bave done credit to a first-class nation, mea-
sured by the standard of previcus wars, not a
regiment, battery or battalion from this State

. bas brought reproach upon our national flag,
and ro disaster of the war can be traced to any
want of fidelity, courage or cfficiency on the
partot any lodiana officer.

The endurance, heroism, iatelligence and
#kill of the officers and soldiers sent forth by
lodiana to do battle for the Union, have shed
a lustre on our beloved State of which any peo-

' ple might justly be proud. Without elaiming
| superiority over our loyal sister States, it is but
‘Justice to the brave men, who have represented
' us on almost every battle field of the war, to
say that their deeds have placed Indiapa in the
front rauk of those hercic States which rushed
to the rescue of the imperiled Government of

- the nation.

The total number of troops furnished by the
State for all terms of service in the armies of
the Union, exceeds two hundred thousand men,
much the greater portion of these being for three
years ; and in addition to this not less than fifty
thousand State militia have from time to time
becncalled into active rervice to repel rebe!
raids and defend our southern border from inva-
sion ; all of which will be fally shown in the
official report of the Adjutant General, now in

| course of preparation for publication.

Sivce the end of the war, all Indisna troops
have been mustered out of servics except eigh-
teen regiments of infantry, and three regimeuts
of cavalry. Every effort consistant with the in-
terest of the Government has been made by the
Executive Department of the State to prucure
the early muster ont of these remuining Indiana
regiments, and sssurances bave been received
that orders for their discharge will be issued as
soon as their services can be dispensed with, For
other interesting details relative to our troops
you are respectiully referred to a communication
from the Adjutant General herewith submitted.

REVEBGANLIZIATION.

pot qualiled to become a part of our politics!
syslem, and take part, not oanly in the govers
medt of themselves snd their neighbors, but of
the whole Uslted Siates. So far from belleving
that negro sufflage is a remedy for all our na
uonal ilis, I doubt whether in .|- " "mﬁjf
any, and rather believe that its enforcement by
Congress would be more likely 1o subject the
negro L0 a merciless persecut on than to confor
upon him noy substantial beoefit. iy some it
is thought that suffrage is alresdy cheap enough
in this country; and the immediate transfer ol
more thao half a million of men [rowm the bheads
ol !llﬂrr_t, with all the iguorsnce and degrada
tion upon them which ¢ avery of
tlonus x..;-»n Sonthern fields has produced
be & declaration to the world that the esercis
of American sulleage inv
moral qualiications, and that there s
ence between an American freeman
American slave, which may not be removed by
A mereact of U What s lar more im
portast w the than sullrage
that their reveral them
the right to testily ustlee
aflord Lo them the o euadicial
machinery for the protection of their
civ:l rights, provide lor their education, and thas
enable them for the
higher political duties of the citizen. 1t is not
less vital to their in that Coostitu
tiona] amend ment which net only
forever probibits slavery (hroughout the nation,
bat confors upon Congress the power of legisia
ting for the protection of their Lbesty and
rights; and these thinge, among
President of the United Nistes has inuposed as
precedent conditions in the work of recrganies
tion, and has declared Lis purpose to hold and
govern these Siates by mil authority, as
in a sate of war, until have bLoen
| complied with, Time, and the influsoce of the
pew conditions by which they are surrounded will
alevate the condition of ane race, and sollen the
prejudices aud asperities of the other, and will
accomplish what legislation and vielent political
changes capnot. The ivevitable prescnce of
both races upon the samae soil, the demands and
peces«ilies ol capn sl and laber, sud the w
| avoidable community of interest, will, in pro
! cena of time, | canuot doubl, forcea reciprocity
|of rights and privileges. The institution of
slavery was so closoly iotertwined aboet the
foundation of socicty Southern States
that, when it was deftroyed, sociely was aproot-
od and broken to pieces. The process ol its re
construction s but begioming, but it s very oer
tain that the new strociure will differ, in most
Free labor,
ime inuto it
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free speech and free wchools, will ¢
| A8 ue" and Ii.l‘("'ldl clements ol change
| progress and large emigration from the Northern
| States and from Europe, bringing comme
| manufactures and improved agricullure,
exert & modifylng and beuelicial influence,
eflect of which can hardly Le over-olimatad

Another amendment, vot, ouly coulucive
the interests of the freedmen, but demanded by
the rights and interests of the white people ol
the North, should be made, changing the basis
os represestation in Congress sud the apyortion-
ment of political power, among the several
States. The present provision in the Constitu
iton of the United States, concerniog this, reads
as folldws: ** Representatives and direct taxes
shall be apportioued among the seversl Staues,
which may be included within this Union, by
adding to the number of free persons, lnclud-
ing those that may be bound Lo service lor &
term of years, and excluding lodians vol taxed,
three-fifths of all other persons.” The phrese,
“three-Biths of ull cther persons’ was a periphrs-
stic desription of theslave population, und gave
representation for three-fiftha of their number,
By the abolition of slavery this population is
added to the “‘number of free persons,” and
thus increase the basis of representation by the
addition of two fifths.

The inequality produced between the severa!
States by thie form ol represestation, 18 oo pal-
pable to require srgument. By is operation
eight millions or white people in the Southern
States, hold, and exercise political power, full
sixty per cent. grester than an oqual number of

white people in the Northern States, by reason
of Laving in their midet four and a ball millions
of negroes. This provision was the chiel com
promise which our fathers made with the inst
tution of slavery, and although, through a sense
of its great injustice, it bas been impatiently ac
quiesced in by the Northern people, yot it has
been earried out in good faith; but now that
slavery, the foundation of this compronuse, La«
passed away, the provision should be 80 changel
as to su't the altered condition of the counury,
and do justice to every part of the nation I
it were #0 aviended a3 to apportion repre-
sentation and  political power among
the several States according to the actaal num-
ber of male voters over the age of twenty oue
years, it would be equally fair to all, and would
put 1t out of the power of the peaple of any
State, or clasgs of States, to increase or double

lthdr politieal power by the presence in their
| midst of a populstion which they themeelves
'depriu of all political rtghts; aud thus an io-
| ducement would be oted 1o the several
States, in order to enlarge their power n the
government to confer political righis upon every
class of persons, without regard (0 colur or ua

tiouality, as rapidly as might be decsed cou-
sistent with their true interests.

By the census of 1560, the filteen slave States
were allowed eighty-four (84 members of Con
gress, because of ihe representation of three-
fifths of their slaves, and now that the slaves
are made free, and the other two-Giths added to
their basis of representation, they would be e
titled to fourteen members more, slthough pee-
baps in point of law this ipcresss cannot take
place auterior to the year 1570, It the negro
population was equally diffased throughout il
the States, this inequality would pot exist, but
| the fact ie, it is uot so diffused, and the proba-
[ Bility is that the copoentration in the Southern

States will become greater from yoar 1o yeur by
| the emigraiion thither of the colored pupulntion
of the North, According to the census of 1560,
the Southern States upon & white bmsis would
bave been entitled to sixiy six members of Con
gress, instead of eighty-four secording 10 the
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| Experience, 1 thiuk, has clearly demonstrated
| that where it is not made the aworn duty of
some properly constituted tribuval to make
diligent inguiry snd true preseutment, as to the
minor offences against the penal code, these of-
fences will go unpunished, and thereby beget a
disregard of law, apd result in the Increase of

it, but the Auditor of State treating it as an in-
structior, sold the stocks in open market and
put the money into the Treasury. At the reg-
ular session in §S61 it was enacted, that for the
sear 1563, and every vear thereafter, five cents
be levied on each cne hundred dollars worth of
property for the reduction and ultimate extine

Si?ce the ;djgu;nmmt of :!:'e Legislsture the | ggintiog basis

civial war which had desolated our conntry has | Si.01d such an smendment be paseed by the
term:inated in the complet,e triumph of the (’.""" rejuisite majorities through the L':Jngue- of the
erument and the suppression of the rebellion. | Ugited Sistes, before sour firal sdjoursment, |
Thc evacuation of chnom_j. sud the capiuls- would most respectiully, but esruesily recom-
tion of Lee's army, were rapidly followed by the peng its immediate ratifiostion on Four sart
surrender of every other rebel army in the field, A paes

doing than now, in all sincerity, to wish him
a pleasant trip and s speedy return, with
perfect restoration to health and to the publie
service.

ne renewal at the expiration of each period of
six years, and Lo secure its euforcement thare
| sbould be adeguate penalties for any failure of
| duty on the part of the officers charged with
making the enumerstion. To meet the present
emergency, | further recommend the passage of

and sttached to the bonds. The Ntate finding
herself unable o pay the interest on her in
detledniss accepted of a proposition made by
| her creditors, the detatls of which will be found
embodied in the Act of January, 1546, and the
supplementary Act of Janueary, 1547, which,

to the purpose for which the Constitational pro-
vidion was introduced

Afterwands, on the 25.hof January, 1851, this
came up in the Convention for con-
sideration, when Mr. Howe, of Lagringe, offered
to amend by addiog the following clause, not as

rrovision
———l - A—
Siate Items.

SCrCIDE—A hired girl by the name of Anna
Conway, who had been living in the family of
Robert Holt, of Delphi, committed suicide a

taken together, constitute what is geperally
kuown as the ** Butler Bill.” By the compromise
and settlement as foally concluded in the sup
plemertal Act of 15347, the Wabash and Erie

Y -l.h!'.['_{f\‘_ l,—'.;f ﬂlll.jllhil::.?,

“ That a specifie tax of fifty thousand doliars,
with ag aunual locresse of five per ceut., be
levied for twenty five vears, and eypended each

tion of the public debt, to be used by the State |
Debt Sinking Fund Commissiouers as before
described, but at the extra session io the same

4 law, temporary in i3 character, making a new
apportionment of Senstors and Representatives
on the basis of the votes cast at the Presiden-
tial election in 1564, such apportionment to con-

crime.
The Genersl Assembly has already found it
necessary to restore the jurisdiction of Graod Ju-
‘ ries over one class of misdemeanors, and it is

snd irregular guernlls warfare almost entirely
passed away io a few weeks. The suppression
of thejrebellion and the subjugstion of armed

la conclusion upon this subject, | am pot of
| the opinien that the Herculean work of recon
stroction will be secomplshed st oce time. by
any general and sweeping process, but that it

rebels seems to be complete, while every rebel
State has coulessed to the irretrievable destruc-
tion of the iustitation of slavery. The people
ot the South bave been beaten and overpowered
in the feld ; they have wholly lost their proper-
ty in slaves ; much of their country bes been
overrun and made desolate by the march and
| ravage of great armies; poverty and wretched
|uess have beeu brought home to large
' classes who before hiad lived in wealth and Jux-
ury ; large numbers of their population bave

emi . . ished in the conflict, and there is ailin
| whiltmany of the brave soldiers of Indiana, who | P& s ’ prevailing
bave been campaigning in the Southern States, | *TO0E them grea: exasperation and bitterness

: : : bich time alone can assusge.
will doubtless seek new homes in the regions | e &
through which they have marched. These con- | 1h3m :?:i?:’"rh.: .;::",wm- e v to
‘;’:’“‘"‘m' 'Mﬁ ig' ‘:bk:nh"‘:::' immi: promptiy sccept the situation ss one they can-
that steps should by bract 10 518 ot modify of put aside. But while the heresy
a'.nuuthc largest possible number of foreignemi- "o 0 soversignty bes been extirpsted, and
grants. : the questions invoived in the confiict settied b
To this end, I repeat the recommendation for | , 0 Erbit.runnl. of armas, it is yet of the en’
the e_:ub};:hmen: of a Buresu of Emigration, est importance 1o the Mm‘ theve ml- it
contaived in my last regular message. | be adjudicated snd determived by the bighesn
WwoRLD'S FAIR. [jndich! tribunal, which might most appropiately
In this couneetion 1 call your attention to the | U¢ 300 id the trial, for high treason aud other

sabiect of the World's Fair. or “Usiversal Eg. | M10Cious crimes, of the ehiel dod
pt:j;ion." to be opened at Paris, France, ou the | heud of this most wicked and bloody

inetigator

I It should bedefinitively established hw in the midst of carnage, has wresthed Li victo
Ist of April, 1567. It is emiuently desirable | .o o % Gl tion ™ both by jodicial decisle | Fious schievements wth & beighter Flory.
that specimens of the agricultural productiocs, ' and exsmple of pusishment, that rebellion ja | o bas tanght the world & lewon before which
masufacturers, mechanical improvemeuts, and | treason, that treason is & crime which msy mot | it stands in smezement, how, when the storm
wineral wealth of Indians, should be there ex- | o committed with impunity ; and that there is = ©f battie bhad passed, he could lay aside bis arms,
libited. They would constitute the best adver- ., ., sovereiguty, which resides in the col. | Put off the babilimests of war, and retern with
tisement, to the people of the old worid, of the "

t resources, progress, and weslth of the

lective and uudivided peopie of the United checriuiness 1o the gentle pursuits of pesce, and
te, the epergy, ivtelligence, and refinement Bade

:::uo:{the bravest o! soldiers could Lecome
e $ of citl 1
of her people, and the superior inducements and | = the Governments | g
sdvantages preseuted 10 immigration,

of the rebel States, and bringing them again To the Army snd Navy, under tue fayor of

- e e St i into practical relatious with the Goverament Frovidence, we owe the preservation of our
'priﬂyofuk&ngpvvidutacﬂu&&:
and bherewith lay before you certain documents

people of the United States, is now upon ©ouniry, and the fact that we bave tuday &
. and demands for its successful per- al:u. and the proudest place. among the na-
in regard to the Fair which [ have received I "y =, Jatisnce, aad | TE

from the Secretary of State of the United
States.

year, an act was passed diverting this tax, and
that for the years 1861 and 1862, from the State
Debt Sinking Fund, to the payment of the War
L-.nt_l. which bad just been authorized, witha  porsgs oF REFORM FOR JUVENILE OFFENDERS
provision, however, that if the holder of the
War Loan Bouds would not sell them to the ‘ = , :
State at rates not exceeding their par value, the which & positive requirement of the Constitu-
proceeds of the tax should be invested in the 0100 has hitherto been wholly disregarded, re
stocks created by the Butler Bill, sccording to | !tes to the establishment of Houses of Cor-
the terms of the original act cresting the State | Fection and Beform for Juveaile Offenders.

Debt Siuking Fund. | _ The secoud section of the ninth article of the

The legislative history, it must be admitted, L"“m“tl‘“‘ reads as follows, viz:
is rather curious sod contradictory, and comes | “The Geseral Assembly shall provide Houses
shott of performing the obligations which the | of Refugp for the Lor:eu.on and Relormation
State in 1540 entered into with her creditors. of Juveuile Offctders.”

For this non-performauce, up to 1861, s valid | 1o sccordance with this humane sud en
excuse oan hardly be fouud, but for what has | lighteved provision, the eighteeath section of the
bappened sivce the escuse is ample. The con. | Orst article further provides that the peus! code
tingences and vecessities of waroverride all oth- sha!l be Iunafla_j' onthe prr.nc:p!u of reformation,
er considerations, and if they cause a failure in | 204 Dot of vindictive justice.
the strict periormance of & coutract, it would _Il may well be doubted whether the coumnty
not subject 8 State to the imputation of being J8ils should, in any instance, be used as places
wanting in good faith, of punishment for sny class of offenders, aud

la view of the whole matier as | bave present. | Whether they lh_onld vot be solely employed .
ed it, the just conclusion seems to be this, that | Pisces of detention of persons awailing
while the State is bound to pay the principal of trial. Be this as it may, thcum_be no do‘ubt
this debt on the 19th day of January, 1566, or %510 the duty and policy of speedily establish-
be covsidered in default, yet that she is not a: ‘o€ Houses of Reform for juvenile offenders
I'berty to postpone the payment of it indefinitely; | The Legislature of 1553, impressed with the
that to do so would be to violaste the fair cop- | Propriety of providing a place in which youthful
struction of the certificate itselt, and the explicis ©ffenders might be coufined, uocoutamivated by
anderstanding that existed in the Legislatures of the proximity and examples of 0ld and bardened
1546 and 1547, and in the convention of 1550, Offenders, anutborized the pnreh_u-e of & tract of
ss shown by their several enactments and debates; '4od A few miles west of Indianapoliis for the
but that she is not bound to make provision  eXpress purpose of establiching s House of Re-
to pay the debt within such reasonsble time at-  form for juvenile offenders. In pursusnce of
ter the twenly years as may comport with the  'his authority tbe Jand was purchased, but since
original understanding of the parties, the ability | thea nothing further bas been d’”‘f 1o carry
and condition of the State, as left by the war, '8 execution the provision of the Coustitution
the faithful performance of her contracts, apg ©O8 thissubject. ! A
the preservation of ber good pame. The whole ' Institutions of this description have ceased to

subject is therelore commended 1o your careful b€ s0 experiment. numbers of them huvingbeen
nually assessed until the debt was paid. This consdertion, in the bope that your, conclusion, 5 ofi: Mite of Sy Uien, with
section was lsid upou the table, and, 1 think, whatever it shall be, may be announced before | the most beoeficial resolts. 1 most earnestly

will proceed Siate Ly Sate, us esch one shall
conform to the requirements of the Government
and show itself loyal and prepared to resume its
practical relatiovs iu the Univn. The condi
tions which hare been imposed upon these Swtes
by the FPresidegt, me notonly ressopable snd
legitimate, but ere dictaied by justice and o
wise foresight lor the future of the Renohlic,
and although they may pot be accepted this
year, or even the pext, yet that they ultimately
will be, I have no doutit. And if the work of re-
organizetion shall be succesfully completed
within the same period which was reqguired to
put down the rebellion, it wiil be
limit of my expeciations
COMCLUNION,

The war has estahlished upon imoerichabie
‘ﬂlghdltmm_ the great fundamental truth of the
Suity sod indivieibdity of the nation. We ae
weny Siates bui one people, haviug one undi-
vided sovereignty, cue flig, sod one commen

: "’uﬂl It has also established, o Lo copfosed
by all the world, the exalted character of the
‘m‘ Soldier, his matchlons valar his seil

. sacrificing patrictism, his espacit wre fa-
li‘u::;: bardebips, sud bis bumanity which,

tinve until a new ove can be mwde based upoo

day or two since, by taking poison. The poor a : . '
the enumeration required by the Constitution.

girl is supposed to have been the vietim of
libertine s wiles.

~=The Teerre 1aut. Erpress, of vesterdav,
thus speaks of us

The l’-ui\' I“-f.lll.l;-- - f{.! 1id ecomnws 1 =
enlarged and in o new dress, I is now one of
the most tasteflully arransed and best pristed
papers in the State. If @ improves in seuti-
ment and loy alty as much lwlgf has done re-
ccntly in appearance, & will won I 4 Very
ereditable paper, and an improsvement on 1he
Sentinel, which it displaces. :

RETIREMENT OF JUDGE Lo ax
of the metmbers of the Groens

officers of the Court, called st the ur
O.r the Fall Term, 140, of L' II' _.T._rll:‘::'l:-::;:
Court, on motion of Samuel Bryan. o Jude
Samuel A. Bouner was called 1o the chair, and
%8 motian of Col. Gavin, Cortez Ewing w L]
chosen Secpetary. :
hereupen the Chairman
and -’“"ﬁ‘ John M. _'1-*]“-"?] 5 mmnit-

canal, together with the lands which had been
granted to the Mtate to aid in its construction,
were transferred, the canal in perpetuity, and
ihe lapds n lee simple, o certair trustees in
trust for the bondholders. in absolute payment
and discharge of one half the principal and ac
. crued interest of the debt, which half theuce
forward and forever ceaszed to be a liab lity
sgainst the State or a charge upon ber revenues
| The bondholders upon their part agreed to make
such addit:onal subscriptions as might be neces-
sary to complete the cansl to Evausville, esti-
mated st eight hundred thousand dollars
$500 000, which condition was complied with
| on their part, snd the canal *0 compleied  For
the other half of the debt, principal and interes:,
the State was to issae to the bondholders cerny
ficates of indebtedness or stock. Upon such
stock issuad for the principal sum, the Stite
was 1o pay interest at the rate of hive per cent
per annum, semi-aonually. The interest in ar-

rears from 1841 to 1847 was funded, and inter-
: | o=t on the aggregate thus funded was caloulsted
tl"'.u‘l"a‘l?-u-.u‘tin_-n‘-i, u!u reported the fojlowing at the rate ot two and a ba!f per cent. per an
gan, Judge of the Foarts ot D. Lo- | pum from Jaouary L, 1547, 1o January |, 1855,
this State, is alwout re ;;,:h ; ;:_" 15 of  apnd added to ., and for the whole amount
fore, " - | stocks were issued beariog interest at the rute of
Resoleed, By the members of 1 two and & half per cert per annum from the st
Bar, and officers of tav of January, 1833, payable semi annually
tender to him our profound for he Ihe arrangement was a complicated one, in-
ARty and Hapartiality with wiicp - Yolving many details which it 1s uet pecessary o
dbed ; andd that o ’ .

s,
. S, retirine from Lis | Zive he hall on! ita very brief
J‘I:Idlt‘lﬂ slalion, h' carties with Ll « ur '“_I__ aut vo.%0d Tsha Y ey . o

ent regard for his purity and uprightness s
Judge, and for the courtesy he has manit S
toward us as mewbers of the Bar, and oMoers
of the Court.
h‘lexdu-.r. That the procesdings of this nest-
m#; spread upon the order book of the
Which were unanimously ad amd

3 sidmd Y i u]-lf‘lf. Al an
m“ﬂﬂ Charles W, sheriuan, Sherifl, were
blished in the Greensbury

19 be
- » and i s Journal and Her.
0-_;- EwiNG, Secretary.

year iu the purchase of our State bonds, unless
the Siate debt s sovuer paid off”

In support of Lis amendment he used the fol-
lowing language

“It is verv probable that the preseut rate and
method of taxation gusrainteed in what is com-
wonly called the Builer Bill, will be observed;
but even if that taxati afiords a fund for the
payment of the debt, this will enable us to pay
it ofl soover, our public debit was con-
tracted chiefly for the benefit of property, and
property shou!d pay il.”

Mr. Borden then saud.

1 desire to make an inyuiry of my friend
from Gibson (Mr, Hall', whether the section
BOW Gnder cousideration provides that ALy over
plos of the taxes arisiog foom the imposition of
twents-Gve cents t+x oo the hundred dollars
valuation, shall be applied to the definite object
of liguidating the principal of our vulstandiog
State detst alier the pavanent of the interest on

the debil”

lo apswer to this question, J udge Hall said:

“The arrangement, aod ¥ arrapgement,
with our hondholders, was unuer the acts of
I~6 and 147, by which twerty-fve cents on
every hundred dollars worth ot taxable property,
and severtv-five cents poll tax, were pledged
for the payment of the pren «pal and milerest of
the public debt uuntil it sbhall be euntirely paid.
According to & caleulation made, if this system
taxation nall be goanunued, in eighteen
vears the eutire pubiic debt will be paid off
The Commitiee of which | am Chairman, har-
ing charge of the satject, believing that there
was & proprety du placing it beyoud the power
of the Legislature o vislate the pledged faith
of the State, instructed me to introduce & sec-
tion providing that the twealy-Bve cents on
each one hypdred doliars ol taxable property,
and seveuly-five cents poll tax, should be an-

not perceived why the same cousiderations
which induced this partisl return to the old sye-
tem, do pot require a complele restoration of
' the jurisdiction o long exercised by the Grand
Inguests of the several counties. | therefore re-
spectiully recommend the restoration of this
Jurisdiction.

The other particular before alluded to, in

EMIGEATION.

The return of peace will increased the tide of
igration from Europe to the United States,
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Fhe Act of 1946 was, in many important re-
"ects, modified snd amended by the supple-
mentary Act of 1547, and the 1wo together cou-
stitule the basm and consideration upon which
the creditors released the State from all lishi-

‘I" for oue balf the prinelpal asd iuterest of the

The first section of the Act of 1048 coucludes
i these wards:
“ And provided further, Thatdf ¢
of the Swate, up to the Srat day o!:'ﬂ::::
| 1553, 10 be detived from a property taa oi

twenty-five cents ou every oune hundred dollars

SAMUEL A. BoxXNER,

s - EUTCATION.
Chrirmuan,

The subject of Education will doubtiess bave
your early and careful consideration. 1 cannet

inconsiderstely. I think the matier sbould be your final adjournmest, o that the State wmm-: be taken for
placed beyond the power of change by the Leg- | creditors koow what bave w0 into execution, with the least posrible
islatare.” " e lnm. e o delay, this requirement of the Constitution.

|
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